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been  prevented from doing this  by  his  temporary
numerical inferiority.

(d)  In the attack on the second position, there is
neither a superior direction, nor unity and harmony;
there was not one united striking force.   How could it
be otherwise?   Eight battalions attempt to debouch
from the eastern outskirts of the Waldehen.   That
edge of the wood is not 400 yards long.   More to the
south, the reserve comes up by mere chance, in compact
mass formation, in front of the Neustadt road.   No
scheme directs that reserve; it acts blindly and without
liaison.   Had it been better conducted, the Austrian
attack would have succeeded.

What would have been the results on later general
operations ?

The Fifth Prussian Corps would not have managed
to debouch from Nachod if it had been definitely thrown
back. If one observes that, on the same day, the
First Corps suffered a severe check at Trautenau, the
entrance into Bohemia would have been rendered
impossible to the Second Army. What would then
have become of General von Moltke's plan? Let us
acknowledge once more that strategy, however brilliant
it may be, is at the mercy of tactics.

(e)  As far as the cavalry action south of Wysokow
is concerned, both parties have claimed victory.   Both
may be right, if that Action be only considered in itself*
As a matter of fact, the Austrian cavalry was proved
to possess dash, manoeuvring efficiency, undeniable pro-
fessional value.   But they were not commanded.   The
Prussian cavalry were more cautious, less well trained:
they had the same pluck, the same quickness, the same
versatility in manoeuvring.   But they were commanded.
They showed tactical ability.   If we only consider the
result, it was they who obtained the victory.   Two
cavalry forces do not fight in order to find out which is
the best of the two.   There is always a general situation
to be considered, a tactical goal to be reached.   For
the Austrian cavalry, as well as for the Austrian iafantry,
the object here was to reach the approaches of the
Nachod pass.   They failed to do so.   For the Prussian
cavalry, as well as for the Prussian infantry, the object
was to protect that issue.   They secured that restift.

Among other mistakes, the Austrian cavalry were